The Church Special Needs Assessment | 2010

Complete This Form Once A Year

1. To what degree are children and adults with intellectual disabilities actively
participating in the following aspects of your congregation? Check the
appropriate block.

Aspect Uncertain Not At All Somewhat Frequently

Sunday School O O O 0

Adult Group [ O O W

Choir 0 0 0 O

Fellowship Event [] O O [

Communion 0 0 0 O

VBS [] 0 0 u

Confirmation | O 0 O
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2. To what degree does each statement describe your worship service? Check the

appropriate block.

Aspect

Uncertain

Not At All

Somewhat

Frequently

Members with developmental
disabilities attend part or all of the
worship service.

Members with developmental
disabilities are part of the worship
service in ways such as a greeter or
usher.

Church leaders are willing to explore
alternative ways to participate in
worship and/or the sacraments.

Worship services are designed to
engage multiple sensory modalities.

Sensory needs have been taken into
consideration for the person with
intellectual disabilities

Greeters know how to extend welcome
and assistance to people with
intellectual disabilities.

People with intellectual disabilities are
encouraged to sit with relatives,
friends, or whomever they choose.

Church members are available to sit
with and support people with
intellectual disabilities, if needed.
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3. To what degree does each statement describe your religious education program?

Check the appropriate block.

Aspect

Uncertain

Not At All

Somewhat

Frequently

The curriculum appeals to
adults/children who learn in different
ways.

O

O

Teachers are ready to include people
with intellectual disabilities in their
classrooms.

A “get to know me” file had been
created so that it can be used as a
starting point for the teacher.

Parents have had an opportunity to
share their desires/goals for their
child’s religious education.

People with intellectual disabilities
participate in the same classes as other
members.

Adults/children with intellectual
disabilities participate in a separate
class from other members.

Curriculum and activities are modified

and support is provided so people with

intellectual disabilities can participate
to the greatest extent possible.

Basic information and training is
provided to those who teach/support
members with intellectual disabilities.

Adults/youth with intellectual
disabilities participate in preparation
classes for communion, confirmation,
membership, etc.

Schools or daycares sponsored by the
congregation include children with
intellectual disabilities.
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4. To what degree does each statement describe your congregation’s general
awareness of people with intellectual disabilities? Check the appropriate block.

Aspect

Uncertain

Not At All

Somewhat

Frequently

Support needs are considered when
church events are planned.

0

0

[

[

Church leaders are familiar with
intellectual disability issues related to
attendance, participation,
transportation, etc.

Basic disability awareness is
communicated through sermons,
newsletters, bulletin inserts, bulletin
boards, etc.

Inclusion awareness events are
observed each year.

The resource library includes books
pertaining to intellectual disabilities for
members and families.

Church policies clearly communicate a
desire to include persons with
intellectual disabilities.

The vision statement of the church is
inclusive and frequently shared with all
members.

Reflection among the leadership
concerning hospitality and
accessibility is initiated annually.

A key person or group in our
congregation is responsible for making
sure that the needs of person’s with
intellectual disabilities are being
addressed.

Our church has a written plan
describing how we will improve our
disability ministry.
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5. To what degree does each statement describe outreach towards people with
intellectual disabilities? Check the appropriate block.

Aspect

Uncertain

Not At All

Somewhat

Frequently

Members are informed of opportunities
to support a person with an intellectual
disability within the church.

Members are informed of the
opportunities to support a person with
an intellectual disability outside of the

church.

Intentional efforts are made to invite
people with intellectual disabilities and
their families to visit our church.

Contact has been made with local
agencies to discover potential
outreach opportunities.

Transportation for people with
disabilities who cannot drive is
provided or arranged.

The church seeks out opportunities to
meet the needs of people with
intellectual disabilities living with their
family

The church seeks out opportunities to
meet the needs of people with
intellectual disabilities living in a
residential setting.

Visitation is extended to include those
with intellectual disabilities who are in
a hospital setting.

A support group has been formed to
provide connections among people
with intellectual disabilities and/or their
families.
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6. To what degree does each statement describe families of person’s with

intellectual disabilities in your congregation? Check the appropriate block.

Aspect Uncertain | Not At All | Somewhat | Frequently
Families feel welcomed and included in 0 0 0 0
our church.
The church leadership feels equipped
to provide spiritual care and support to . . . -
people with intellectual disabilities and
their families.
Support groups are available for 0 0 0 0
interested members and/or visitors.
Some type of ministry for siblings such . . . o
as Sibshops has been considered.
Families are provided training in areas 0 0 0 0
that are of importance to them.
A Circle of Friends or similar program
has been developed for the person 0 0 0 [
with an intellectual disability.
People with intellectual disabilities and
their families know who to contact to O O O 0
ask for help or support.
Financial assistance is available to
people with intellectual disabilities
and/or their families to the extent it is 0 0 0 O
available to other members of the
congregation.
Respite care in the home, or at the 0 0 0 0

church, is available for caregivers.




